
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “Fighting the Good Fight: 1 Peter.” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “Born Again.”  1 Peter 1.20-25. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Radical Attachment (A surrendering heart that ascribes ultimate value and 

meaning in God). 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Day #1--Monday, June 19th.  Read: 1 Peter 1.14-15.  Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—

What do you Hear and/or See? 
 

It goes without saying that when we enter into a relationship with Jesus Christ, He doesn’t take us to Heaven 

right away.  For most of us, God has decided to keep us here for a reason and a season.  He's left us on earth to 

figure out how to live for Him in what Philippians 2 calls, "an evil and perverse generation."  To live in a time 

that is opposing God's will, to live in a time that is anti-God, how can we live God's way in this evil and 

perverse generation?  Peter tells us in chapter 1how Christians can live differently in this world. 

 

 You have been made new.   

 

The Bible tells us to not slip into the old grooves of evil.  We know better.  2 Corinthians 5:17 says, "If anyone 

is in Christ, he or she is a new creation.  The old has passed away, behold the new has come."  We have been 

made new.  If you have a relationship with Christ, you've been made new.  As we discussed during week 2 of 

our series, Peter takes it a step further and uses the word "holy."  Again, holiness has a simple definition: "To be 

set apart."  Holiness is to be set apart from the ways of the world, from the ways of the flesh, from the ways of 

the wicked, from the ways of darkness.  That's what Peter is saying, "You've been made new, now be holy, be 

set apart." 

 

 Choosing to be different is a discipline.   

 

It's tough.  Living God's way and following His plan are not easy.  We have the tendency to be tempted by the 

old.  There are two extremes:  To be a person of discipline or a drifter.  A drifter is the opposite of discipline.  

This is someone who loafs it, who coasts, who's dogging it, who does just enough with their faith to get by.  We 

are doing just enough to get "in" at the end -- like eternal fire insurance.  Where are you on this continuum?  Are 

you disciplined with your faith or are you drifting?  Pray about this.  Disciples need disciplines!     

 

 Prepare yourself for a different life.   

 

Peter is challenging the church that it isn't the time to take it easy, to kick back.  He bears down on his pen, and 

says, roll up your sleeves, and put your mind in gear.  You are a new creation and as a new creation prepare for 

battle.  Get ready.  Don't lazily slip back into your old ways.  Prepare for battle! 

 

Consider/Reflect:  Jesus has built a bridge from our side to His side.  The bridge was made out of His cross.  

That cross, when Jesus died in our place, gave us access to a relationship with God.  You've been made new; 

now, prepare for a different life.  God paid a price for you.  You are different; now we can act like it!   



 
 

 Day #2--Tuesday, June 20th.   Read: 1 Peter 1.20-22.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to 

Other Passages. 
 

Our hope and power to live comes from the greatness of Jesus’ work and its results in our lives.  Because we can 

trust God and His good plans, no matter what we may be facing, we can have a deep, confident reliance upon 

our Heavenly Father.  Just like His good plan in Jesus Christ!  As D.A. Carson notes, “The Christian has 

grounds for entire confidence in such a God as the object of faith in the present and hope for the future.  This is 

because Christ has redeemed us with his blood and God has subsequently raised and glorified him (21).1 

In this text, Peter continues to describe Jesus’ saving work for us and how this work empowers daily life.  In 

these verses, Peter emphasizes the resurrection, and how the resurrection has made it possible for us to come to 

Jesus and trust Him.   

…God showed himself able to raise the dead (Rom. 4:17; cf. 4:18–24) and therefore he is able to raise 

these Christians should they be killed and to give them glory no matter how oppressed and shamed they 

may be now.  As a result their “faith [or trust] and hope are in God,” for they have on the basis of what 

was done in Christ the confident expectation that God can and will do as he promised for them.2 

In v.22 Peter uses the image of purification, related to the Old Testament system of washings, which enabled a 

person to be in God’s presence.  Christian living is only possible because of God’s grace from beginning to end.  

It is God’s grace that makes it possible for us to be in His presence through the forgiveness of sins (purification).  

P.H. Davids points out that: 

The perfect tense is used in Greek to indicate a state they are already in, as previously indicated in 1:2, 

14–15.  They came into this state through obedience to the truth.  The truth is the gospel, as is usual in 

the NT (John 14:16; Gal. 5:7; Eph. 1:13; 1 Tim. 4:3), and obeying the gospel (as also in Rom. 10:16; 

Gal. 5:7; 2 Thess. 1:8) indicates that conversion is not simply a matter of intellectual change, but of a 

transformation of behavior, that is, a response to a command (like Peter’s in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be 

baptized, each one of you …”).3  

 

Consider/Reflect: “Peter calls forgiven Christians to do what God’s Word teaches.  This flows from the life we 

have in Christ’s resurrection (v 21)…Peter uses two different words for love.  Obedience results in sincere love 

(Greek philadelphia) of fellow Christians.  Having been forgiven, they now have pure hearts and are called to 

love with complete self-sacrificing love (Greek agape).4 

 

  Day #3--Wednesday, June 21st.  Read: 1 Peter 1.23.  Explore:  The background to this text(s). 

In v.22, Peter makes clear that the Christian life is a life of love that flows from God’s love for us through Jesus 

Christ.  We are empowered to love others because we ourselves have been “purified” (made holy) through 

Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection (obedience to the “truth”).  This Christian life is like being born again, not 

through human agency but through God’s creative and redeeming love.   Again, Davids notes that believers:  

 

…have been born again [which] Peter has already mentioned (1:3)…In the beginning God generated life 

through his word, a theme repeatedly seen in Gen. 1 (cf. Ps. 33:6, 9; Rom. 4:17) and in John 1:3, but 

also significantly found in Isa. 40 (especially v. 26, although the whole chapter speaks of the creative 

and re-creative power of God).  Now he regenerates through his word (as in Jas. 1:18), which is here 

described as “living,” that is, “life-giving,” “creative,” or “effective” (John 6:63; cf. 5:24; Phil. 2:16; 

Heb. 4:12; cf. Isa. 55:10–11), and “enduring” (Matt. 24:35; in John the same verb is used but the stress 

                                                 
1 D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer, and G.J. Wenham (Eds.). New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994). 
2 P.H. Davids. The First Epistle of Peter (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1990). 
3 Ibid. 
4 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  
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is on the word’s remaining in the person or the person’s in the word, not on the quality of the word 

itself).5   

 

One primary truth that Peter wants his readers to know is that this relationship with God is eternal.  “While all 

that is born of perishable seed withers and falls…God’s Word stands forever.”6  Believers can trust that God 

will never cease to love us and lead us.   

 

Peter proceeds to inform us that the quality of loving God sincerely, fervently, and with a pure heart 

flows from that marvelous and necessary experience of “having been born again, not of corruptible seed 

but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever” (v. 23).  Earlier in chapter 1, 

he writes about our inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled…And all of that is based upon the 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ (vv. 3–4).7 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “God’s changeless will and Word are constant in this changing life.  The Law condemns 

sinners; the Gospel works faith and hope through Christ.  This passage is the motto of the Book of Concord.”8 

 

  Day #4--Thursday, June 22nd.  Read: 1 Peter 1.24-25.  Explore:  The Background to this Text. 
 

Peter now quotes Isaiah 40:6–8 to affirm his point that God’s Word is eternal.  For Peter, the particular emphasis 

of this eternal Word is Jesus Christ, the “good news” or, gospel. This is the message that the church is to 

proclaim in word and deed.    

 

…Peter exhorted believers to love one another (1:22), grounding this call to love on their conversion 

(1:22a), on the fact that God has begotten them through his word (1:23).  It is emphasized that the word 

is invincible, and this word is identified as the gospel proclaimed to the readers (1:24–25)…Believers as 

newborn babes should long for the undiluted milk of God’s word…The command to long for God’s 

word is also grounded on v. 23, on God’s begetting them to new life by means of his word.9 

 

The Word of God will endure forever, and so will love.  We should not be surprised.  For if God is love, 

and if God is eternal, so must love be eternal.  Love never comes to an end (1 Cor. 13:8).  Love goes on 

forever (1 Cor. 13:13).10 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Even before creation, God knew that mankind would fall into sin, reject His ways, live only 

for themselves, and lead lives that result in death and alienation from Him.  In His love, before the world was 

made, He determined to send His Son, the unblemished Lamb, to be our sacrifice.  Now through His Word, He 

calls us to life and sets us apart to His glory and for the service of our neighbor.  God shows us our value: He 

was willing to send His Son for us.  Now He calls us to share the Savior with others. [Pray]: Heavenly Father, 

thank You for the gift of Your Gospel, that through Your Son we are born again, forgiven, and given life 

everlasting. May we rightly praise You for Your infinite mercy. Amen.”11 

  Day #5-Friday, June 23rd.   Read Again: 1 Peter 1.22-25. Embrace:  God and His guiding you 

through His Word. 

The phrase “since you have been born again” in v.23 is in Greek, a perfect passive participle.  Which:  

                                                 
5Davids. The First Epistle of Peter.  
6J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985). 
7 P.A. Cedar and L.J. Ogilvie. James / 1 & 2 Peter / Jude (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1984). 
8Lutheran Study Bible.  
9T.R. Schreiner. 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003). 
10 Cedar and Ogilvie.  James / 1 & 2 Peter / Jude. 
11Lutheran Study Bible.  
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…develops the theological thought from 1:3.  It is a family metaphor used to describe Christians as new 

members of God’s family through their faith in Christ (cf. John 1:12–13).  It is similar in meaning to 

John’s “born from above” in John 3:3.  Notice the marvelous truth conveyed in the verb. 

1. PERFECT tense = our salvation started in the past and continues into a current state of being 

 2. PASSIVE voice = we did not save ourselves, it was an outside act by the Triune God 

3. This same verb form (different Greek word) is found in Eph. 2:5, 8, which is also a wonderful 

verse on the believer’s assurance and security.12 

This is accomplished through the eternal Word of God, which creates faith in heart of the believer.  “Gospel 

preaching is personified as the means by which the Father has brought forth believers (cf. James 1:18).  This 

Apostolic preaching of the truth of the gospel is described as both alive and remaining…which are both aspects 

of YHWH!”13 

In vs. 24-25, quoting the Prophet Isaiah, the finitude of human life is contrasted with the eternal life of the 

Christian.  “In their original context these verses referred to Israel, but now they refer to the church (cf. 2:5, 9). 

This is characteristic of I Peter.”14 

 

Our first birth was a birth of “flesh,” and the flesh is corruptible.  Whatever is born of flesh is destined 

to die and decay.  This explains why mankind cannot hold civilization together: it is all based on human 

flesh and is destined to fall apart.  Like the beautiful flowers of spring, man’s works look successful for 

a time, but then they start to decay and die…If we try to build unity in the church on the basis of our 

first birth, we will fail; but if we build unity on the basis of the new birth, it will succeed.  Each believer 

has the same Holy Spirit dwelling within (Rom. 8:9).15 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Therefore, when Peter says, the word which has been declared to you, he means that we 

must not look for the Word of God anywhere except in the preaching of the gospel; and that we cannot know the 

power of its eternity except by faith.  But we do not believe unless we know that the Word was destined for 

us.”16 

 

 Day #6--Saturday, June 24th.   Read: Psalm 8.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you through His 

Word. 
 

Today, we will use the “Daily Order of Prayers” from Luther’s Small Catechism.17  Read and mediate on Psalm 

8 and: 

 

“[M]ake the sign of the Holy Cross and say:  In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer:   

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; one holy Christian Church, the 

                                                 
12R.J.D. Utley. The Gospel according to Peter: Mark and I & II Peter (Marshall, Texas: Bible Lessons International, 2000).   
13 Ibid.   
14 Ibid. 
15 W.W. Wiersbe. The Bible Exposition Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books. 1996). 
16 J. Haroutunian and L.P. Smith, eds. Calvin: Commentaries (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1958). 
17Martin Luther. “Luther’s Small Catechism.” Taken from, The Lutheran Study Bible. (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
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communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done in 

earth, As it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 

them that trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   

(Depending on the time of day, pray the prayers below): 

(Morning) I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 

every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me. Amen. 

(Afternoon/Evening) I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 

wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, 

and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
Consider/Reflect:  While 1 Peter reminds us that our human lives are limited and, at times, very frail, because 

of God’s love for us we have inestimable value and the hope of eternal life and joy!  As you mediate on Psalm 8, 

what thoughts come to mind?  What difference do these words from God make in your life right now? 


